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The Goethe-Language Center Tianjin was
founded in 2009 and is a cooperation between
the Goethe-Institut in Germany and the
Tianjin Foreign Studies University. Beside
the Goethe-Language Center in Tianjin, the
Goethe-Institut  provides German classes,
examinations and culture programs in 6 other
Goethe Language Centers in China: Beijin,
Shanghai, Nanjing, Chongging, Xi’an and
Qingdao.

Karin Benkelmann-zhang (project manager
from Goethe): Most of our students want to
enroll in a German university and pursue
their university studies in Germany in the
future. According to their major, which is
often engineering, economics, music or art,
they need to pass different language tests,
e.g. the Bl test or the TestDaF. These
students are usually total beginners when
they start to learn German at our school.

But we also have several students who are
studying German at a university in Tianjin
but are not satisfied with their grades and
speaking skills and thus enroll in an
additional class at our school on the weekend
or at night.

Nexl to university students, we have been
recruiting more and more employees that
work in German companies and would like
to learn some German to be able to better
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understand German communication ways
and German culture.

The third big group of students are planning
to go to Germany with their German
husbands or wives and need a certificate to
prove beginner’s German language skills
(A1) to apply for the visa.

Last but not least we are getting more and
more teenagers that are taking part in cultural
exchange programs and preparing to go to
Germany for one year, and children between
5 and 10 who have started to learn some
German either in Germany or in China and
would like to keep studying it. Thus, we have
designed new teenager and kids classes.

Karin: Yes. Expats can contact their HR
department and ask them to contact us. In
this case the class is conducted at the office
in their company. Expats can also contact us
directly and come to our school for class or
enroll in individual one-on-one classes.

Karin: Yes. There is the TestDaF prepara-
tion class, which comprises 120 units in
which the 4 parts of the TestDaF exam,
reading, writing, listening and speaking are
prepared and fine-tuned. This class is offered
just before each of the 3 TestDaF examina-
tion dates in China.

We also have a communication class every
eight weeks for advanced learners who want
to study abroad. In this class students prepare
the oral parts of the APS, B2 and C1 test and

TestDaF exam, improve their pronunciation
and communicate efficiently in given
situations, e.g. enrollment in a German
university.

Karin: Students do not need to have any
knowledge of German. In such cases they
also do not need to do the entry-level test but
can directly enroll for the beginner’s Al
class.

Karin: Goethe classes are very student-
centered and interactive. That means that we
want our students to be active and communi-
cative participants in class. Our teachers
carry out an interactive teaching style, ie.
they give impulses so that students can
discover and acquire vocabulary, reading
strategies and grammar rules actively rather
than through long and exhausting teacher
explanations.Though all 4 skills (hearing,
speaking, reading, writing) arc taught,
Goethe emphasizes speaking skills in every
class because for most students here in China
the only chance they get to speak German is
in class.

In order to enhance their speaking
frequency and quality, Goethe teaches in
small classes and conducts a lot of partner
and group work. The teacher constantly
moves from group to group to correct the
pronunciation and grammar.




